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INTRODUCTION 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose and Scope of This Thesis 
The writer, having been asked to assist in developing a pro~ram of 
religious education in a small Christian liberal arts college, (hereafter 
to be referred to as Lee College, for convenience), in the United States, 
has in this thesis attempted to look into a few of the problems with which 
she will actually be called on to deal, and briefly outline a program which 
may serve as a guide in meeting these problems. Although she has had a 
particular situation in mind, the problems of small Christian colleges in 
America are so similar that the suggestions presented in this paper might 
be applied to others as well. 
The religious problems of a small college are numerous and complex. 
Founded, as a rule, by a group of Christian people for the purpose of 
Christian education, it would seem that all such institutions would have 
developed an effective and well-organized program of religious education 
and worship. That this has not been the case is obvious to the majority 
of Christian educators, and many thoughtful people are questioning the 
value of the Christian college in the face of the rapid advv~ce in public 
higher education. 
In the early history of our nation, the Church was the pioneering 
force, not only in pushing back the borders of our civilization and 
Christianizing those whom we have found on this continent, but also in 
carrying education to the frontier. The physical frontiers of our nation 
have vanished, but there e.re spiritual and intellectual frontiers beyond 
~~ich it. is the privilege of progressive education ever to pierce and find 
the way to enrich life and make the Universe more meaningful. 
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There was a time when even elementar,y education was carried on by the 
church. With the coming of nationality and the slow but gradual growth of 
a national consciousness, national pride, aatiors.l needs, and the gradual 
development of national resources in the shape of taxable property, secular 
education beceme more desirable to the majority of citizens than education 
1 
in the religious schools. This is particularly true in regard to elementary 
and high schools. 
Until the beginning of the twentieth century, Lee College maintained a 
preparatory school because there were no public high schools in the vicinity 
to prepare students for college. With the establishment of public high 
schools, it has confined itself to college instruction. 
The latter part of the nineteenth and the early part of the twentieth 
century has seen the rapid establishment of state institutions of higher 
education - universities, technical colleges and normal schools, offering 
practically every type of training. The state schools are usually better 
equipped, and have far greater resources than the small Christian colleges. 
Furthermore, tuition, if charged at all, is very much lower in the tax-
supported institutions than in the privately endowed colleges, a.nd the time 
will probably come when every young man or woman may have a college educa-
tion at no more expense than it now costs to go through high school . 
Under such circtll!lstances will the Christian college survive? 'rill it 
be reduced to e mere competitor (and a very weak one) of the state insti-
tutions, or will it continue to offer a program to students and to the 
Church which will attract students and warrant the financial expenditure now 
being made to keep these institutions operating. There is no doubt but that 
the small college is a great drain on the budget of the Church, and in the 
past few years many of tham have operated from year to year, never knowing 
l. Cubberly: A History of Education, P• 658 
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whether the following year will see their doors still open. 
Perhaps one reason that the Lbristian college has had such a struggle 
during the past few years is the fact that the majority of people have not 
been -able to see that it is offering a great deal more than the institutions 
which they are supporting through taxes. It has seemed to many people that 
these colleges are merely competing with institutions better equipped to do 
the work, and depending upon tradition and sentiment as reason enough for 
their existence. 
There are many people, however, who see in the Christian college the 
only hope of continued progress in religion, in religiously motivated educa-
tion, and in Christian democracy. In a conference of college presidents 
held in Washington, D. c., in January, 1937, the belief was expressed by one 
member that a Christian college was the only true hope for democracy in Amer-
ica. 'hether this be true or not, it is possible that the contribution which 
the Christian college can make to religion and education is sufficient in it-
self to call for interest and sacrifice on the part of Christian people. 
Used rightly, religion is a dynamic force for progress. The Christian 
college can rely on this force in a way that the state institutions cannot, 
or at least have not. It may be that the work of a Christian college will 
always be a pioneering service - both in the educational field and in the 
religious sphere, and in every other field of need that is not being met by 
some other agency. Education has progressed very rapidly during the last 
quarter of a century. There is much yet to be done. 
In the state in which Lee College is located, there is a very fine 
system or higher education. The state University offers the very best in 
a liberal arts education (with the exception of religious culture). A state 
college offers engineering courses, forestry, home economics~ and other 
courses which the University is not equipped to give. Three state normal 
schools are training teachers for the elementary grades. Secondary educa-
tion has been progressing rapidly although there are still many one-teacher 
high schools in the state. The elementary schools of the cities and a few 
of the larger towns have been advanced very much, but the rural schools have 
been at a standstill for years. In one county in this state there are 
n~nety-three one-room schools. This means that one teacher must teach all 
classes of eight grades. Often the teacher must do the janitor work in the 
school. or necessity the instruction is of the 11cut and dried 11 type that 
leaves no place for creative activity. If it were not for the initiative 
and resourcefulness which most children develop o~ a farm, it is doubtful 
if any of them would receive much benefit from attending the classes. but 
what can a Christian college do about it? It is the author's intention 
to point out ways in ~ich the colle~e can function to raise the level of 
rural community education through religious education. 
There are many sections of the state Where children are not receiving 
religious education of any kind. Maey- children have never heard of Jesus 
Christ or of God except as swear words. In one community of less than five 
hundred people there are three churches competing with each other. The dia-
gram on page 3.:l is a typical example of rural sections in this state. Cer-
tainly something is wrong when one community is so neglected and another is 
over-churched . 
Many Christian educators have already caught a vision of what might be 
done through a more progressive program of Christian education. It is the 
conviction of far-sighted people that is the Kingdom of God is to become a 
reality, it must come through education. The Christian college has a unique 
opportunity to take the lead in helping to bring in the Kingdom of God . 
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Not all the religious problems, nor all the areas of service in which 
the Christian college can function, lie within the scope of this thesis . 
The writer has taken the major problems that must be met and tried to think 
them through to some rational solution. 
Part One is a discussion of the religious needs of college students 
which the church college should meet. In the first place there is the de-
velopment of ethical concepts and standards, and the interpretation of 
spiritual values in a world of which our knowledge is increasing duily . Then, 
too, the Christian college should make adequate provision in its curriculum 
for professional and lay church leadership. 
Part Two is a discussion of the needs of the church and community and 
the ways by which the church college can assist in the meeting of these 
needs. Since the Christian College is founded by the church, and depends 
very largely upon the church for its support, it is no more than right that 
the Church should expect its educational institutions to contribute something 
to its program in the way of leadership and other assistance . Such assistance 
would include leadership training, supplying leaders, advisors, and other 
helps for special projects as well as f>or regular work of the Church. 
The Christian college might render a real service in helping to coor-
dinate the work of religious education, worship and character building a-
gencies in a region where there is now so much confusion . 
There vdll probably be many changes, as the program is actually worked 
out. Such a program will, of course, include a Department of Religious 
Education which will be discussed fully in Part Three. Since Lee College has 
never had such a department before, the courses of study to be offered will 
require much attention. 
The Appendix will contain the general bibliography used in developing 
the thesis. 
P~TO~ 
RELIGIOUS NEEDS OF STUDENTS 
WHICH THE CHURCH COLLEGE SHOULD MEET 
PART ONE 
RELIGIOUS NEEDS OF STUDENTS 
Vi1IICH THE CHURCH COLLEGE SHOULD MEET 
Section 1: Religious Needs of College Students 
The first responsibility of any college is to foster the spiritual, 
mental , and physical development of its students. Young people go to 
college primarily to prepare for life, and further to prepare for some 
vocation through which they may acquire and maintain their financial in-
dependence and integrity. The large majority of the students go out from 
the four-year Christian college to take up some vocation without further 
training. A few take more professional work in some graduate school. The 
college must give to all these young people a sound training not only in 
the fundamentals of creative living through al l the contacts and associa-
tions Which life brings, but in so far as possible also in various voca-
tions. The college curriculum must provide ma~ opportunities in its 
courses of study and other activities for the enrichment and development 
of personality. To omit the study .of religion, the practice of worship, 
and Christian fellowship is to greatly cripple and limit the entire 
curriculum. 
Too often what little instruction in religion is given is done by 
professors whose main interest is in other fields. The college must have 
the very best instructors in history, science, education, language, and 
other subjects in order to maintain its academic standing. It must have 
a good athletic coach and outstanding tewn in order to satisfy the demands 
of the alumni. It must put all its energies into keeping pace with the 
state schools. But too often religion is dealt with as though those 
eternal things which have to do with the Unmortal spirit can be handled 
by anyone. Worship services are conducted in a more or less 11hit and 
miss 11 fashion by professors who are already overworked. 
The Church college was founded in order to train men and women for 
the vocations and avocations of the church. Yet an examination of a 
number of bulletins from church colleges reveals the fact that the voca-
tions of religious education and Christian social service are neglected 
more than any other. Most of the denominational colleges offer broad 
courses in many other fields, and it is altogether proper that they should, 
for every student enrolling in any institution of higher learning has a 
right to expect a broa~ and liberal education in any of these fields with 
the f'inest instructors it is possible for the college to secure. 
If, however, the reason for church colleges has been their religious 
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objective it would seem that there is something fundamentally wrong 
with a college curriculum which does not give a definite place to a de-
partment of religion in which would be organized the courses in Bible, the 
philosophy and psychology of religion, and religious education. Such a 
department, if maintained, should not only give an opportunity for st udents 
to prepare for graduate work and for vocations in religious education; it 
should also interpret spiritual values in the light of present day thought 
to all students enrolled in the college. A vital and fundamental religious 
experience and outlook upon life is essential in attaining that integrated, 
abundant life which Christ so earnestly cherished for ell when He said, 
11 ! am come that ye might have life, and that ye might have it more abun-
dantly." There is probably no institution other than the Christian dollege 
so well qualified which has such a unique opportunity to encourage the de-
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velopment of an abundant, Christ-centered life in young people. 
Professor Frederick E. Bolton of the University of Washington has 
made a significant statement: "With other institutions absorbed in in-
tellectual and scientific achievements, with the church itself handicapped 
in its spiritual ministrations, some institutions must be maintained that 
will still have for their chief aim the sound interpretation of all that 
has been wrought in science, philosophy, history, politics, commerce and 
industry, and the selection of these factors that make for the betterment 
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of mankind . That is the function of the church college today." 
The Pilgrims who first settled along the coast of New England brought 
with them the spirit and ideal of the Protestant Reformation - that of a 
religious-centered culture. At the bottom of the early theory of educa-
tion in America lay the dominant idea that everyone must be taught to 
read the Bible, understand the doctrines of the church, and to live the 
Christian way of life. As education was first developed in the colonies, 
11the government, the church, and higher education were linked together in 
such a way that each contributed largely to the ends sought by the others • 11 
One has only to look at some of the textbooks of the times to realize how 
religious thinking predominated in colonial times . The Horn Book, the 
Catechism, the New England Primer, Christian Evidences and Bqtler's Ana-
~ a ll had a place in the curriculum of the first schools of New England. 
Those responsible for the setting up of the national government after 
the War of the Revolution deemed it necessar.y to separate the functions 
of the church from those of the state in order that the ideal of religious 
freedom might be achieved. That this separation has been magnified un-
necessarily is obvious. 11 The separation of church and state has been the 
scapegoat for the separation of education from religion and the failure 
of the church to make a contribution to the educational process. The 
1. Bolton , F. E.: The F'unotion of the Church College in Present Day 
Education . School and Society, Vo l. ,p. June 2, 1934 . 
2. Lotz and Crawford: Studies in Religious Education, p . 319 
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separation has been the result of a natural antipathy each had to the 
methods of the other. Education has been mor e and more given to the 
analytic method, the scientific, which divides and measures and re-divides 
and measures again, whi le religion is given to meanings and values and 
purposes . The chasm between these t wo methods of thought greY: , and 
whether the separation was official as in our state universities, or 
1 
glossed over as in religiously founded colleges," it was in the mind of 
the student none the less complete in both . 
It was not until 1850 that the full tide of secularization was seen, 
the aim of education then becoming entirely civic and industrial, rather 
than ecclesiastical or religious . "The growth of the denominational col-
2 
l eges was a direct reaction against this secularization process . 11 ~d yet 
the church college was itself profoundly changed and to a great extent 
secularized as it has more and more entered into competition with state-
controlled higher education. The secularization of education has resulted 
in a secular outlook on life, and this, combined with t he antagonistic 
attitude on the part of some religious leaders toward the scientific meth-
od, has meant that many intelligent people have for saken religion as the 
only position in harmony with a scientific attitude . Chaplain Raymond c. 
Knox brings this out most clearly in Religion and the American Dream, a s 
the following quotation shows; "On the one hand the spread of the secular 
outlook is directly traceable to the failure on the part of the leader 
in religion t o make religion comprehensive of the whole of life. The 
intellect of man has been distrusted, and un-vlisa am sometimes cruel at -
tempts have been made to suppress it . As the mind has been denied i ts 
proper freedom, because it was asserted faith would thereby be destroyed, 
men have accepted the alternative, and i n continuing their researches 
1. Newell , A. G. : "The FUnction of RE!ligfon in Education", Religious 
Education, Vol. pp . October , 1936 
2 . Lotz and Crawford : Studies in Re ligious Education, p . 323 
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ha~e given up faith. On the other hand, the spirit of men ~ho have per-
sistently sought truth, who often by personal sacrifice have made dis -
coveries of incalculable human benefit, is in such close correspondence 
with Christian precepts that the contribution of their service to reli-
g'tous aims must be fully recognized . Nevertheless, the net result of 
these conflicting currents is that a large area of life has been with-
1 
drawn from religion . " 
.At present there is an increasingly widespread reversal of attitude 
on the part of the state schools and a serious attempt to secure for its 
students a spiritual interpretation of all life. The movement \nll be 
very slow and will probably never reach the efficiency that the church 
college is abl e to do, if it will . The church college has presumably 
been pledged to this task, and its traditions have been built around this 
ideal. Tradition has decreed that religion should not be t ught in tax-
supported institutions and it vvill take much time and perserverance and e. 
more unified i nterpretation of religion to break dovm the tradition. For 
this reason and others, the denominational college is in e. position to 
take the lead in this renaissance of religious interest and to regain its 
rightful position of leadership in the interpretation of spiritual values. 
There is e. constant complaint lodged against the church college by 
the church itself that young people come home from college with their 
11f'e.ith shaken, 11 "with no interest in the church. 11 :tt..a.ny students have 
broken established habits of church attendance. P..nd it is e. fact that 
countless numbers of young people declare a four year moratorium on 
church going when they enter college. Perhaps, if the church would make 
its program more vital and attractive to young people when they are at 
home, these students would make a greater effort to seek out the churches 
1 . Knox, R. C. : Religion and the American Dream, p. 27f 
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and take part in the church program while at college. At home the young 
person takes church attendance as a matter of course. His friends go to 
church, his family goes to church, he goes to church. ,,' hen he enters a 
college, practically all his friends are on the campus. He meets them 
every day in classes and at social gatherings throughout the week . It is 
not necessary for him to go to church to meet his friends. The church 
people are, for the most part, total strangers to him. 
It ha s been pointed out lJY· .. one writer that there are four types o£ 
students who enter the denominational colleges. First, there are those 
who come from a conservative background and hold tenaciously to the view-
point o£ their childhood and:,-youth and weather their college experience 
without losing faith. The, there are the students who have grown up in 
the traditional religious environment, find the church college unsatisfac-
tory and conclude that religion is outgrown. The third type cane out of a 
non-religious environment and try to establish themselves in the new life 
but fail and remain indifferent. There are students who possess the tra-
ditional viewpoint and came into a college environment which is similarly 
traditional . In this case there are few conflicts, few problems to be 
solved , and consequently, very little growth. 
Finally, 11There is the group which comes from home environments that 
are rich, cultural, and advancedi in religious thought and expression. 
This group has had rather consistent training in religious education , and 
seams to be able to integrate its religious attitude with the social and 
1 
scientific phenomena." 
The college must be alert to help all these students to constantly 
push back their intellectual and spiritual horizons in order that they 
may know the joy and satisfa ction of piercing beyond the borders of certain 
1 . Lotz and Crawford: Studies in Religious Education, p. 326 
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knowledge into the limitless spheres of that which is not certain and 
that which is unknown. 
A religious survey of the 1929-1930 freshman class of a mid -western 
college indicates that students take over during childhood in a rather 
wholesa le manner such beliefs as obedience to the Ten Commandments, exis-
tence of God, divinity of Jesus Christ, existence of the soul, Christ 
dying to save sinners, and Sunday as a holy day. In each of these beliefs 
the members of the incoming class showed a strict adherence to the extent 
ot 98% and in none of these beliefs did they drop below 91%. Such figures 
would vary greatly in different localities according to the religious 
teachings of the churches in the community from which the students come. 
Inquiry into s'b.udents' real attitudes toward religious institutions 
revealed some facts, however, which might throw light on the reasons why 
college students so many times became indifferent to the church. Fami-
liarity with the Bible was lacking, and for most of the students it was 
not a vital force in solving their problems. Prayer is rather common, 
but belief in institutions and creeds is not so common. There are not 
many students who follcm the religious precepts of the Ten Commandments 
and of Christ where these conflict with the conventions which prevail in 
their immediate society. Probably from fifteen to twenty per cent of the 
students participate in the worship service of the church. A smaller 
group attend Sunday School classes and lectures on religion. Some unite 
in discussion groups to consider moral, ethical, and religious topics . 
"There is little interest among stu:lents in religion in its ancient 
forms. The most outstanding reasons for their attitude are the new 
critical views and scientific methods adopted towards the problems of 
life. Out of the rushing, socially complex currents of American life 
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they cane, many from homes of easy opulence and perhaps religious in-
di~ference. Students share the doubts and indifference of their parents 
~~d cast a suspicious eye on any hard and fast presentation of religion 
in church or college . That these students will need and desire the minis-
trations that religion can give later on in life when problems become dif-
J 
ficult, there is little question." 
Most students have some religion whether they knov; it or not. It is 
the great privilege and opportunity of the Church college to help them de-
fine this religion in terms of social progress. It is not enough to save 
young people to nominal discipleship and to caaual membership in the church. 
They should be led to experience abundant Christian living and full fellow-
ship in the church . "Religion is not a creed, but an experience; not a 
restraint but an _inspiration; not an insurance for the next but a working 
2 
program for this present world." 
Harry Thlerson Fosdick has said, "v'lhat if that youth having lost his 
eternal and inherited religion should discover that he himself is incurably 
religious and so cane through to a religion which he will not need to de-
fend, because it defends him, or laboriously carry because it carries him, 
no longer wei ght to him but wings. 11 The religious function of the college 
is not to defend outworn institutions and creeds, but to interpret those 
vital religious truths which will enable the students to meet their every-
day problems with a poise which comes from the realization and appreciation 
of the "eternalness" of values. 
The problems of making religious adjustments and answering doubts and 
questions in this field assumes great proportions among the many other prob-
lams which college young people must face. It is of no little importance 
that they be led to an emotionally satisfying and intellectually justifiable 
1. Lotz and Crawford: Studies in Religious Education, p. 328 
2. Fosdick, H. E.: As I See Religion, p. 17 
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solution of these problems. 
Education has been defined as 11 learning to make new adjustments. 11 
And new adjustments can be made most effectively if the individua l is 
acting in harmony with the wi 11 of God. Intelligent adaptation to those 
apiritual laws which we may perceive - though dimly - is just as essential 
to the integrated personality as is the adaptation of the organism to 
physical laws. 
One of the chief agencies used ~ Christian colleges and by some state 
institutions, to give an opportunity for the contemplation of spiritual 
things is the college chapel . Paul N. Elbin made a study which he has en-
titled, The Improvement of College Worship, for the purpose of analyzing 
the chapel situation, in several representative institutions in such a way 
as to diagnose the weaknesses and suggest remedies for its treatment. 
Questionnaires were sent to one hundred and seventy six institutions of 
higher learning, of vmich one hundred and eight replied . These represented 
sixteen different denominations besides twenty non-sectarian private schools 
and a large number of state schools . 
In answer to his question regarding the purpose of the college chapel 
in the institution, there was considerable indefiniteness, and, naturally, 
when the purpose of chapel is not readily understood by both faculty and 
students, there is little effort put into the program and little apprecia-
tion on the part of the students. 1'hose who did have a definite purpose 
professed a certain amount of success in achieving it. others felt that 
there was an attitude of apatny on the part of the student body. In most 
cases the students represented different attitudes - some were passive, 
some were antagonistic, and some very indifferent, and some ve~ definitely 
in sympathy with the chapel service. 
10 
Dr. Elbin gives the following analys is of the objectives as repre-
sented qy the different colleges: 
1 . There was an obvious lack of agreement among the leaders of 
college worship regarding the fUndamental purposes of worship . 
2. The objectives were vague . 
3 . There was a lack of conscious adaptation to the peculiar needs 
of college students. 
4 . Character and Christian living were emphasized. It is significant 
that the largest group of replies emphasizes these things. Thi s 
shows a desire to make the chapel service effective in actual life. 
5 . There was a large number of replies giving development of interest 
in religion as an objective. 
6. The comparatively small place for the mystical element in worship 
is significant . 
7 . The very small number of replies using terms which indicate any 
deliberate use of the gr~1ing interest in worship as a means of 
of mental hygiene would seem to indicate that values of this sort 
are largely derivative and not primary. 
a. There were a very small number of replies giving instructional 
aims . 
9. There was almost a total absence of the evangelistic aim. 
Conditions relative to the college chapel certainly are not ideal. 
John Palmer Gavit has said concerning the chapel: "Ordinarily the service 
is a brief and perfunctory affair, according to my observation, dull, and 
uninspiring beyond words. I have seldom seen any reason why it should 
1 
interest even the person conducting it . il In a day when every item of 
the college organization is being scrutinized with a view to its useful-
ness, the chapel service cannot hide behind the skirts of sanctity and 
tradition any inadequacies it may have. If the historic tradition of 
chapel programs is to be continued, it will be necessary that they do not 
lag behind the classroom and the laboratory in its devotion to truth and to 
the needs of a new generation. 
1 . Gavit , John Palmer: College, p . 250 Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1925 
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But it is not enough that the college help its students to include 
the spiritual universe in their interpretation of values. If young people 
are to really feel their spiritual oneness with God, the.y must have oppor-
tunities to cooperate with God in His work. "Cooperative relations, par-
ticularly when supported ~ respect for the personality of all concerned 
and confidence in their possibilities of growth, is probably the most po-
tent fact available for the development of norman, socially· adjusted in-
dividuals •••••••• Human nature develops to its full capacity of happy self-
direction only when it is surrounded ~ an atmosphere of cooperation, good-
will, faith, and respect, with every opportunity for participation in the 
control of its awn affairs •••••••• Self development requires the projection 
of an ideal self and an ideal society, constantly moving on beyond the 
achievement of the actual self, .al.ld the actual society, and providing at 
1 
once the motive and stsndard of human behavior." 
A scientist proceeds according to known laws; he carries on his work 
with a sense of the unlimited power whi ch is his so long as he acts in 
accordance with the physical laws. As young people discover the laws of 
living, and the rules of cooperation in a God-centered universe, they 
come to a sense of parter in their lives that is somehow unlimited, a 
spiritual reservoir which never fails, an inspiration that will ever lift 
them up to higher levels of thinking and living. A personality is not 
completely integrated until it has attained this high level of harmony 
and synthesis with the divine vii 11. 
The call of the Christ has never failed to challenge young people if 
it has been made in a vital way and is backed by the consistent, noble 
service of Christian leaders. Young people who are entering college are 
usual~ ~ite idealistic, and they are earnest in their quest for value. 
l.Hartshorn: Character in Human Relations, p. 205 
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They are seldom interested in a creed that must be continually defended. 
They are interested in a faith or in values to which they can give them-
selves wholeheartedly in devotion and service. A real WQrship experience 
is common to all of them. They are usually quick to respond to any 
challenge which asks of them their ~ery best. But if they do not have an 
opportunity to put their ideals and emotions into action through fellow-
ship groups and service activities, their idealism loses its vitality. 
One of the laws of learning is that if an organism is ready to act, 
and desires to act, but does not have the opportunity to do so, the res-
ponse is thereby weakened. It would follow, the~, that an appeal to the 
emotions, be it ever so intelligent, weakens the volitional power of the 
individual unless he has had an opportunity to act. The college ought, 
therefore, to provide such opportunities of service to which the students 
may give themselves wholeheartedly, as will bring about a crystallization 
of their idealism into action which in turn will help to bring about 
greater social justice and righteousness. 
The campus of the denominational college, with its background of 
culture and noble tradition, with professors who hold deep religious 
convictions and are living in accordance with the highest Christian 
ideals, with a program of religious fellmvship and training is peculiarly 
conducive to the development of well-rounded Christian personality. 
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Section 2: A Program of Service to College Students 
While the worship program in many schools is ver.y oreditable 1 in 
other institutions it is most deplorable. If religion is to be res-
pected by the students 1 it must be presented in a respectable and in-
spiring way. The worship service can add a great deal to the general 
culture of the school 1 inspire the students with high ideals and noble 
purposes~ lead them to definite commitments for service 1 give unity to 
their growth and develop a higher school loyalty, if attention is given 
to the preparation of these services. 
Von Ogden Vogt descri bas worship thus: "Religion is the inner praise 
and celebration of life. It is the acknowledgment of grace and the assump-
tion of responsibility. To lift this experience into consciousness and 
uni versality is the nature and function of public worship. To be in love 
with life 1 to find it good, to love not merely this or that partia l good, 
but to love life, allcf it, to love God, this is religion. To praise and 
celebrate life, not merely this good fortune or deliverance from that 
distress, but the memory of all things, the hope of all things~ life en-
tire and complete, to praise God and to celebrate his greatness, this is 
worship •••••••• Worship is the complete personality of man directed toward 
1 
s.nd responding to the presence of God." 
Dr. Edgar S. Brightman has said, 11 The heart of any religion is what-
ever it really has of highest value. To this highest value, it usually 
gives the name of God; and the religious attitude to God includes and finds 
2 
its conswnmation in worship. 11 
The chapel service is only e. part of the entire wor.$hip program of 
the college. Most denominational colleges set aside one week during the 
1. Vogt, Von Ogden: Modern Worship, p. 7 
~· Brightman, E. S.: Religious Values. p. 174 
year when assignments are lightened, the social calendar is cleared, and 
a man is secured to lead the students into a deeper religious experience. 
There are the evening vespers and morning watches which oan pla.y a vital 
part in the nurturing of religious attitudes. There are the campfire ex-
periences culminating in worship, the worship program of the Y. W. c. A. 
and other religious groups. The encour~gement of the personal devotional 
experience of each student should be of great concern to the religious 
leaders on the campus. All of these things should be integrated i nto the 
total worship program of the college. 
If the progrem is really to bring the religious experiences of the 
students to a culmination in creative thinking and fruitful service, 
every effort must be made to lift and keep this program on a very ~igh in-
tellectual and spiritual plane. To accomplish this, there must be some 
well-defined objectives for the services of worship. 
The following objectives are suggested as valid for the college wor-
ship program: 
1. To develop a consciousness of God as a reality in human ex-
perience and a sease of personal relationship to him.J 
2. To build character and develop habits of Christian living. As 
students learn to practice the presence of God, many character 
values will develop as a direct response to the experience of 
worship. 
3. To help students to a thoughtful solution of their problems. 
Through worship we relax and become receptive to suggest ion. 
Being less tense, we can view the problem objectiv.ely and grad-
ually we begin to feel that we are not individuals struggling 
alone but that we are acting in harmony with the on-going pro-
cess of the universe. We realize that we are part of God's 
whole plan, and begin to gain insight into the adjustment we 
must make in order that we may solve the problem mn harmony 
with God's purpose for a developing world. 
4. To release spiritual energies and to renew the zest for life. If 
1. "This sense of.' GOd's presence may be only a comforting feeling of se-
curity in a changing world, or it may develop, through training in worship 
and practice of the presence of God, to be a real sharing of God's purposes 
for ou1'1 own lives and for the building of a newworld. 11 (Powell, J( . D.: 
Guiding the Experience of Worship~ p .15) 
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worship is the celebration of life, as Dr. Vogt describes it, 
then it should tap reservoirs of spiritual power which are as 
a perennial stream fed by cool, refreshing springs. 
5. To unify life. "There is a sense in which religion gives an ac-
tual unity to life that no other type of human experience can 
approximate. Religion seeks the harmony of the whole personality 
with the whole of God. Communion with God gives man a sense of 
membership in an eter nal spiritual whole that cannot f a il. God 
is the magnetic pole of our spiritual universe." 1 
6. To create a sense of fellowship with all mankind and to enlist the 
students in the building o:f a Christian social order. "The in-
spiration for creating a social order in the interest of' life 
is to be found only in a dominant purpose, comprehensive of all 
human needs, whose truth and universal validity will enable men 
to know the fullest life in devotion to a supreme end •••• The new 
order, which was called the Kingdon, was, Jesus assured His 
followers, even at hand. It was not a vague utopia. It could be 
established as men gained a clear vision of God. In a vitalizing 
knodedge of the r eality of God was its creative powe r. I n that 
vision men would find the purpose of life and the basis for the 
upbuilding of a new and world-wide society. The first step to 
that end was that men shou ld examine their customary thinking 
and practices. They were to change their minds for the better, 
advance to a new way of thinking, whi ch is the exact meaning of 
repent, always with the implication that conduct shall be made 
to correspond· to it. With their thoughts clarified, they were, 
by the venture of faith, to devote themselves to the purpose of 
making all human relationships a reflection of the divine 
spirit • 11 2 
7. To instruct, not only in the experience of worship, but in those 
things whi ch are the objectives of the worship service. It is 
the writer 's persona l conviction that the ma jority of students 
entering college - even the Christian college - do not know hmv 
to worship, and therefore cannot appreciate the worship services 
on the campus as we woule like them to. 
It is suggested that at the beginning of the year, the purpose of the 
worship program be explained to the students . They should understand that 
it is not merely something imposed upon them by the faculty, but that it 
is an experience which both faculty and students need, and i n whi ch there 
should be a .mutual sharing of fine religious experience between the pro-
fessors and the students. An appre£iation of the different part s of the 
worship service and specific habits in worship should be developed so f a r 
a s possible. 
1. Brightman, E. S.: Religious Values, p. 97f. 
2. Knox, R. c.: Religion and the American Dream, p. 20f. 
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Often students are expected to worship from day to day in a setting 
which is no different from their classrooms. That a worship experience 
can~ and often does~ take place in an ordinary classroom is ve~ true, but 
for the regular chapel service~ there is g~eat value derived from the use 
of art and the Uhristian ~bols in the setting and in the service itself. 
Etter the Reformation~ many of the Protestant churches experienced 
a strong reaction against the use of art in the churches as a protest against 
the lavish adornments of the Renaissence churches. It has taken many years 
to break down this tradition in some of our Protestant churches, but the 
value derived from the use of art should encourage us to try to overcome 
these prejudices. Concerning color, Vogt has said, 11 By the legitimate use 
of color the physical impulses are moved, the mind is led away from dull-
ness and fatigue and the heart is persuerled that there is goodness and 
grace in life, the life of all things, because that goodness and grace are 
1 
here instantly realized. 11 This is true of all beauty in the worship 
service. 11 Beauty has power to put the individual into a mood of reluation, 
2 
of appreciation, of utter surrender to all the influences of worship." 
'l'he symbols of the Christian faith can be used very effedtively if 
their meaning is made clear. "Art is the path of the Creator and His work, 
and so we enter the presence of the Most High led b,y man's greatest crea-
tive power. Through beauty we may be led to the most significant ex-
periences of worship, but beauty as it is embodied in art must be appre-
elated to have its highest value. We may attend service in a magnificent 
ce.thedral ·which is a veritable treasure-house of art and not be moved to 
worship if the meaning and purpose of the art there represented are not 
understood. We cannot expect youth to awreciate art without a basid 
knowledge of its message. It therefore becomes a part of our purpose in 
poviding training for worship to interpret the types of art, vrhich may 
1. Vogt, Von Ogden: Modern Worship, p. llO 
2. Powell , ] • C.: Guid~ng the Experience of Worship, p . 36 
1 
minister to the experiences of worship." 
A worshipful environment for the chapel service is greatly to be 
desired, and every college can provide such an environment if' it ha s 
the will to do it. Well-organized, worshipful and inspiring services 
should be planned for each chapel session. To add to the unity of the 
experience, a series of' services carrying out a specific theme is very 
helpful. 
Dr. Laird T. Hites has given the following conditions as essential 
2 
to a worthwhile chapel service: 
1. The time allowed for the service must be adequate. 
2. Students need to be provided with a place to put hats, coats, 
a.nd books, in order to be entirely unencumbered. 
3. The spirit of' the service should be one of reverends. 
4. Yfuen a 11 stt'ming-up 11 process is necessary, as, for instance, on 
the eve of'~a great debate, let the entire period frankly be 
given over to this process, without "dragging in religion by 
the ears. 11 College enthusiasm, if' for proper objects and pro-
perly expressed, itself partakes of' the nature of religious 
experience. 
5. Chapel should have the right of -..vay. No meetings of any sort, 
f aculty or student, committees or conferences, should be 
scheduled to occur during chapel hour. 
6. The most appropriate hour should be chosen. 
7. The chapel building should be appropriate to the purpose in 
mind. The architecture and furnishings should contribute to 
a worship atmosphere, the accoustics should be favorable, and 
musical instruments and seating arrangements in accord with the 
sspirit of the place should be secured. 
8. The program will be thoughtfully prepared. The great themes of' 
t.:hristi:anity, developed in terms of' modern life and faith, ela-
borated especially ~th a student congregation in mind, wi l l be 
presented. 
Evening vespers and mornin~ watches may be made a source of' great 
inspiration and deep worship experience. They should not occur too 
fr equently, but ought to have a vital place on the worship program. 
2. Hites, L. T.: The Effective Christian Col l ege , P• 226 
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around a campfire which no other association can quite give. There is a 
greater unity of feeling than can often be secured in a more formal ser-
vice, there is greater relaxation, and the whole environment is conducive 
to a more sensitive receptivity of religioua insight. 1'o nurture in stu-
dents an attitude of religious faith and vision in ~ new world to be made 
through their cooperation with God, and a stability of character and emo-
tional equilibrium in changing patterns of thought and conduct, is the 
opportunity of college worship. 
If the Christian college would faithfully perform this function, we 
v'IOuld soon have a ls.rge i_;hristian majority of professional people in law, 
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in medicine, in agriculture, and in other professions, but particularly in 
the teaching profession. Probably a larger percent of the graduates of the 
church college go into teaching than into any other one profession. Pro-
fessor Frederick E. Bolton of the University of Washington considers the 
train~ng of public school teachers to be the most important work of the 
Ch,ristian .. coll,g~. · Yore.· ,end more are parents asking for leaders of their 
boys and girls, buides who can be trusted to instill in their plastic minds 
not only scientific truths, but principles of right liv,iilg._as .well. Daniel 
Webster once said, "If we work upon marble, it will perish; if we work upon 
brass, time will efface it; if we rear eemples, they ~11 crumble into dust; 
but if we work upon immortal minds, if we imbue them with principles, with 
the just fear of God and love of our fellowmen~ we engrave on those tab-
lets something that will brighten all eternity." 
Separate from the college worship program but of deep concern to it is 
the worship and work in the locel churches. It is very importe.nt that stu-
dents participate in the program of the local town churches in order that 
they be not 11 lost" to the church because of their four years in college. 
The college and the town churches may maintain such a unity of aim that 
they plan together for the sp:ilritual nurture of students. flhen this is 
accomplished, it makes possible a fine type of cooperation. It is often 
true that students are not made to feel at ease in the churches away from 
home. The minister and town people are strangers to the large majority 
of college students. but the pastors and their people can cooperate Ylith 
the college to make a church hane for the young people while they are at 
college. 
It would be well to have a joint conference of professors, pastors, and 
officers of student religious activities, to plan for these contacts, to 
clear the ground, and then to carr,y forward plans that may have been de-
veloped. Such a conference might succeed in eliminating mutual distrust 
when it exists, and result in a wholesome spirit which is the only basis 
for cooperation. A student assembly at the beginning of the year might be 
given over to an intruduction of the local ministers to the student body. 
20 
A Xouth Council might be formed with representatives from each of the churches 
to plan a general "mix" in the college gymnasium during the first week of 
the school year. 
It might be possible to work out a system whereby each incoming stu-
dent is received into some home representing his denominational preference. 
This home would accept the responsibility of entertaining this student at 
dinner once in a while, encourgge his interest in the church, and perhaps 
give him the opportunity of enterta.irdng some of his, or her, friends once 
or twice during the school year. In many -vtays, these 11foster 11 parents might 
enrich the cultural and spiritual experiences of the students. ~o create a 
situation of this eort is di.fficult. It cannot be left to volunteer, un-
guided efforts; there must be deliberate, thoughtful, preparation. There 
must be telephoning, and plenning for student meals in the homes of church 
u· 
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1 
joy of creative action." 
In the small church college there is usually much fellowship between 
faculty and students. But there can never be too much of this and far too 
often there is not enough. Every effort should be made to st r engthen t he 
bond of comradeship here. 111flhen students and faculty members can be brought 
t ogether in the classroom i n a wholesome personal relationship as they 
cooperatively seek for truuh, not grades; when they can be brought together 
outside the classroom to study the meaning and the method of the educational 
process, the problem of student character and religion will be in a f air way 
2 · 
to be solved." There is little antagonism to religious or character 
values on the part of students. There is, however, widespread confusion 
which wholesome conference could resolve. One college president has ex-
pressed this idea in a rather picturesque way. '~lhile I do not ever expect 
to see the figure of Mark riopkins changed to a point where he and the stu-
dent, inst ead of sitting on opposite ends of the log, are in the middle of 
the log with their arms around one another, still I do think that once in 
a while they might as well slide up a little bit closer, because in these 
days the noi se of' our materialistic civilization •••••• makes them both 
slightly 'hard of' hearing' and to get a little closer to one another, 
rea lizing that thei r problems are almost identical, is, I think , the first 
· 3 
step in the larger problem of a permanent type of cooperation. 11 
The student is not simply a sponge and education not merely a pro-
cess of absorption , or of unconscious imitation of the intellectual and 
moral attributes of teachers and fellOW!; students. It is this, but it is 
also growth in Christian stature. "Who1esane Christian social living, 
in which the student has a vital part, alongside of teachers who have on 
t he one hand, an intimate, personal experience of' religious values and a 
1. Bolton, F. E. :"The Function of the Church Col]:ge in Present-day Edu-
ca.tion." School and Society, Vol. 39, p. 692, June 2, 1934. 
2. Hites, 1. T.: The Effective Christian College, P. 73 
3.Bulletin of' the Association of American Collegee, May 1927, p. 229 
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clear comprehension of what is morally worth while, and who have on the 
other harrl, a love of young people and ability to inspire them, is the 
1 
basis of progressive education." The whole college life must be per-
meated with the spirit of Jesus with such conscious emphasis that the stu-
dent will graduate with the conviction, "I know Him in 'Whom I have believed." 
Ideas, as a rule, are non-transferable and 11 must be generated in the 
matrix -of life itself. 11 V'Ihen all is said and done, spiritual reality can 
con~ into our college and university life, as it comes wlsewhere, by 
purity and consistency of life. It is part of the everlasting canon that 
2 
we must grow into truth rather than acquire it by adhesions. As students 
and faculty grow together in the search for truth and spiritual reality 
in classrooms and through worship, and play together and in large and 
small groups, they may share the deep experiences of the soul in communion 
with its Creator. In some schools opportunity is given for the students 
and teachers to sit down informally once in a while for a cup of tea to-
gether. A night of fun into which both faculty and students enter whole-
heartedly now and then will help to create a feeling of comraderie. Out-
ings and 11 get-togethers" 6f various types will strangthen this attitude. 
The ideal spirit of a Christian college was embodied in a message of 
welcome to the etudent body of the Boston Univ ersity School of Religious 
Education by Walter Scott Athearn, then Dean of the School. A part of 
that message is quoted here as it sets forth so clearly the spirit which 
the Christian college seeks to develop. 
"The inunortality of an educational institution depends upon its 
ability to share its life with succeeding generations of young men and 
young women. With each new registration period there comes to the faculty 
a sobering sense of responsibility mmngled with joyful anticipation of t he 
1. Hites, L. '1'. The Effective Christian College, p. 75 
2. Towner, M. C.: Religion in Higher Education, p. 39 
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years of comradeship ahead. 
"The flavor of our academic and personal comradeship, persuasive, 
indefinable, but everywhere determining attitudes and conduct, comes to 
be called Y school spirit' • It is not the 1 rah-rah' of the student con-
test, or the pomp and co lor of academic procession. It is not something 
which you catch, or which catches you. It is something which you become -
whi ch you~ at your very best. It is the Christian way of life lived 
namally by 'student and faculty as they seek to prepare for efficient 
Christian service. Into this spiritual fellowship we welcome all seekers 
1 
after knowledge, truth, and the larger life." 
1. Ahhearn, W. C.: An Adventure in Religious Education, p. 459 
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Section 1: Needs of the Church and Community 
The Christian college was first established by the t,hurch to train 
ministers . At that time the work of the pastor or the mi ssionary was 
practically the only professional work within the church. 1ow there are 
many professions opening up in the religious field and young people may 
become directors of religious education in the Sunday, week-day, vacation 
church schools and other educational activities of the church. They may 
become pastors' assistants, staff members in councils and boards of reli-
gious education, instructors of religion in schools and colleges, direc-
tors of music and of worship, or they may prepare for similar types of 
service in foreigh lands. As the work of the church has broadened out, so 
also should the purpose of the college broaden in making available the 
very best resources and equipment in training men and women for these po-
sitions. 
How many times has a young high school graduate reasoned thus within 
himself: "I want to take up this particular work in my church. The state 
institutions cannot furnish the Christian fellowship and training which my 
church college should be able to give me. This college will give me the 
background, and the professional training I need in order to be of service 
in my church.'' He goes to the college and finds a few meagre cout:ses 
given in Bible and religion by professors who have not been specially or 
thoroughly prepared for this work. He attends cha.pel service for which 
little preparation has been made and which make worship seem a duty. There 
ma.y not be very much cooperation between the college and the local 
churches to stimulate his interest in their work. ln fact, religion in 
many respects is put on a. shelf where everybody ca.n see it, but not 
1 
partake of it • It is no wonder that the churches complain that pros-
pective church leaders have strayed far from their goal by the tilii.e they 
have completed four years of college under such conditions~ the church 
has every right to expect its young people to come back from college with 
greater enthusiasm, enlightened insight, more noble aspirations and ideals, 
and more capable of assuming leadership in the church. 
The college, however, is not altogether to blame for the situation 
as it is. The church itself in many instances, has not grown. The 
church ought to conserve, from one generation to another, those truthe 
that are eternal, but it should always grow, seeking new truth and wider 
horizons if it is to offer a. challenging appeal to growing students. 
The program of the dhurch has been very inadequate. Gurriculum ma-
terials are full of dead bones which should have been buried long ago. 
The activities of the church do not offer sufficient opportunity for 
religious experience. The worship service in many instances he.s degener-
ated to a. hodge-podge of dogmatic and trite utterances. The educational 
work of the church is not educational, it is not spiritual, it is not 
religious. The public schools in many communities have advanced so far 
beyond the church school that the children have no re~pect for the pro-
gram of the church. The teachers are usually sincere Christians but few 
of them understand the psychology of the different age groups, or have 
themselves the necessar,y educational equipment for this important task. 
Many pastors, having had only a theological training, do not under-
stand the purpose and work of the religious education leaders, and will 
1. This is not true of all Christian colleges. In many of these there 
is a department of religion which is carrying on a. rich a.nd progressive 
program. But there is need for ra.dioe.l reform in most of our denomina -
tional collages. 
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have nothing to do with them. Ministers who received their education 
a generation a go are afraid of modern, liberal Uhristian education. This 
fear is not always dogmatic prejudice, but a genuine fear for the safety 
of their 11 flock." 
The church has not prepared young people throughout their high school 
years for the wider outlooks that the college curriculum brings to them. 
lf the college then is not well prepared to help these students orient 
themselves in their scientific and religious ···.attitudes, the result may 
be a loss of religious faith, the segretation of religion and other areas 
in the mind of the student, or the closing of the mind to all the relig-
ious truth which the modern scholarship has contributed to our civiliza-
tion. 
On the other hand, many of our churches have met the new education-
al and scientific trends in a most creditable manner . They have built 
programs of religious education that have set the pace for secular edu-
cation. They have provided equipment and buildings which make an effec-
tive prograrn possible. They have secured teachers and supervisors whose 
consecration to their task is quite equal to that of former volunteers 
and whose ability and training far surpasaas that of their predecessors. 
The denominational and interdenominational boards have skillfully 
constructed and reconstructed nev1 curricula to meet the changing needs . 
The Graded Lessons are a product of this effort to provide adequate ma-
terial for the new religious education. 
Some of the larger churches are using the wealth of material which 
has been made available . Dut what about the smaller churches? ihe new 
curricula need trained teachers and administrators . Most of the small 
churches cannot afford to pay the salaries of professional workers, and 
28 
the l aymen of the churches have not been prepared for effective volunteer 
work. 
There is one place in particular wher e the church and the social a-
gencies in general have fallen down and that is in the rural areas of 
our nation. Granting that there has been great progress in a few sec-
tions of the country, the greater part of rural America has been ne-
glected ••••••• tragically1 in many instances. 
There has been a movement in recent years toward consolidation of 
t he rural public schools, but about seventy-five per cent of them are 
still of the one and two-teacher type. In 1932 there were 143,445 one-
1 
teacher schools and about 23,000 two-teacher schools in the Unit ed States. 
In t he county in which Lee College is located there are ninety-t\vo 
one-room schools and fourteen two-room schools. There are only three 
union high school districts. This is quite typical of the entire state 
and in many areas, the school conditions are even worse . The school s i n 
t he l arger cities are more progressive. The boys and girls of high 
school age have been expected to go from the very crude one-room country 
school t o the union high school to compete with the young people from 
the very progressive schools in the town. Often the rural pupils are 
not able to keep up with the other group, lose interest and finally 
drop out of school entirely. 
S ometL~es a rural community is able to find a teacher who is really 
inte rested in rural problems and will make a contribution to the commu-
nit y life besides her regular work in the school. But such teachers are 
very exceptiona. Often the best that the rural community can get is a 
norma l school graduate, with little or no exper ience, who is using t he 
rural school as a stepping-stone to the larger schools, or who intends 
1. Dawber, M. A.: Rebuilding Rural America, p . 20 
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people are in their school. They are handicapped by lack of education 
and culture themselves. l'heir one-room school with its eight grades is 
a great advance over the schools some of them attended as children and 
many o£ them do not seem to realize that thereis anything lacking in the 
present educational set-up. There are other things to be co,.'1sidered also. 
For instance, the family income in the country districts is less than 
hal.f that of the urban family. The comparison, on a basis of age dis-
tribution, shows that the farm population includes a large proportion 
of children of grade and high school age, also of old people who are no 
longer able to earn their livelihood, while the urban population has an 
excess of persons in middle life, that is, in the most productive years. 
On the other hand, 22.5 per cent of the net farm income goes for taxes 
1 
while only 8.5 per cent of the city income is used in this w~y . 
ln harmony with these conditions in rural education, the predica-
ment of the rure.l church and other rural religious agencies is very 
acute. 
There can be no permanently sound and vigorous life for the nation 
unless the li.fe in the country is vigorous and sound. l.iountry life 
cannot be morally strong, physically healthy, attractive in its social 
opportunities and business returns, and generally satisfying and effi-
cient unless the country church does its full share to make it so. And 
the country church cannot do its part unless it is sound and vigorous 
it sel.f. 'l'he country church is one o.f the great roots from which spring 
national integrity, vitality, and intelligence, and it should be the 
first and strongest of all agencies in furthering the advance of rural 
civilization. 
The church must take a. great er interest in the economic situation 
1. Dawber, M. A.: Rebuilding Rural America., p. 103 
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of rural people. Under modern conditions the spiritual welfare and pro-
grass attainable Qy any community are directly affected by its material 
prosperity. Without a reasonable economic margin there is seldom an 
efficient organized religious life. For its own sake the country church 
is deeply interested in the economic success of its people. It is still 
more deeply interested in economic prosperity for the sake of the people 
1 
themselves . 
More than ten thousand rural communities are without a Sunday. school 
and thirty thousand hamlets are without spiritual guidance or teaching 
by people trained to impart religious instruction. Thus about thirteen 
millions of children and young people of school age are precluded from the 
2 
opportunity of receiving Christian instruction . 
In many places we have an unhappy situation in which one comnrunity is 
over-churched while another district not far distant is without any pastoral 
care . The diagram below illustrates this fact. The dots represent towns, 
villages, or neighborhoods, each having its own school. 
11 
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No . 1 is a small town of 1800 people. It has ten churches - }ethodist, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Christian , Lutheran, Christian Science, Pentecostal, 
1. Vogt, PaulL.: The Church and Country Life, p. 6ff 
2 . Dawber, M.: Rebuilding Rural America, p. l03 
Seventh Day Adventist, Christian Adventist, and Roman Catholic. A Vacation 
School is conducted in the aummer with four churches cooperating. 
No. 2 is a village of about 400 people. It has three churches - Evan-
gelical, Chriatian, and Pentecostal. 
No. 3 is a small community of not more than fifteen families. I'b has 
a Roman Catholic church. 
No. 4 is a community which was once a large town. The woolen mills 
which provided work for the people burned and were not rebuilt. There are 
many run-down homes and a . Free Methodist church 'Which has been closed for 
several years. .Most of the population shirts from year to year with people 
moving in for the winter months and departing with the coming spring. This 
canmunity is the 11 slum" area of this district. Sanitation is poor, families 
crowd together in one and two rooms, the school is no credit to education 
and the delinquency rate is high. There has been no organized religious 
work in this "ghost 11 town tor fifteen or twenty years. . It is onl;r four 
and one-hal£ miles from where the ten churches are competing with each 
other. Not one of these churches has made any effort to deal with the prob-
lems arising in this town. 
Nos. 5, 6, and 7 are communities of from eighteen to thirty families. 
Each has a Sunday School organi~ed and administered through the American 
Sunday School Union, and each has had a two weeks vacation school almost 
every summer for the past ten years. Nos. 5 and 7 border on No. 4. 
No. 8 is a canmunity o£ perhaps 150 people and has had three Sunday 
Schools - Christian, Pentecostal, and Christian Adventist - but no church. 
No. 9 has no organized religious work o£ any kind. A few people go 
to No. 1 whioh is only about 2 miles away. 
Nos. 10, 11, and 12 have never had any religious work and the children 
have been entirely neglected so far as Christian education is concerned. 
No. 13 is a community of not more than thirty families with two 
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churches - Christian and Baptist. 
No. '14 has two churches - Free Methodist and Christian - but little 
religious instruction is being given. This community is also a slum dis-
trict, though the conditions are not as bad as in the fourth town. 
Many of the delinquency problems could be taken care of if the proper 
recreation and social opportunities were provided. Economic conditions are 
responsible for many cases of delin~uency. These facts bear out the state-
" ment that the crime breeding sections are those where the economic condi-
tiona are poor and where there is a conspicuous lack of medical care, 
1 -
schools and religious leadership." The point that the writer wishes to 
emphasize, however, is the fact that the small town, which has been numbered 
l on the diagram, is over-churched, while many sections within reach of 
these churches are entirely neglected. It seems that each church is so de-
termined to keep itself on a par with the others that it has no t i me for 
the redemption of humanity. This area is within reach both of Lee College 
and of the State College. 
Economic conditions have been cited as one of the causes for delin-
quency in rural areas. The economi c status of the farmer should be the con-
ce·rn of all people, for the strength of the nations economic life vrill be 
dete~nined qy it. "Farmers, as a class, are the largest buyers of necessi-
ties. A depressed agriculture is inevitably followed ~ a depressed in-
dustr,y. There can be no stable prosperity in industr,y unless there is 
economic stab~lity and an equivalent prosperity in agriculture •••••••••••• 
2 
Agriculture is still the primary industry." 
Another thing which has caused great concern to those who have studied 
the problem is the tenant farming which has become so prevalent in the 
Middle West. Within the past twenty years tenancy in that section has in-
1. Dawber, 14. 
2. " 
A.: Rural America, p. 1o5 
p. 106 
34 
creased from twenty-five to nearly fifty per cent. This alarming increase 
in tenan~ is a social and economic disaster, as there is danger of losing 
some of the most significant contributions that the pioneer farmers left 
to us as a heritage in our national life. The social and spiritual loss 
is one of great significance to the church. It is impossible to develop 
the kind or community life so necessary for rural well-being, if the ma-
jorit y of the farmers are tenants. "They do not and they cannot support 
the institutions of the community." 
Farm ownership goes hand in hand with a predisposition for education 
and the building of good communities and a democratic citizenship. The 
question of farm ownership or tenancy will in a large measure determine 
1 
the life of the nation and ultimately the destiny of our civilization. 
~bat is being done for the social and recreational life of the young 
people of these communities? Referring again to the illustration on page 
32 , Nos. 1 and 2 have the activities common to a well-developed, second 
class, elementary and secondary school. The N. Y. A. has carried on a 
program of physical recreation for the children during the summer; the 
churches are doing very little. 
The other communities have nothing whatever outside of a few school 
affairs. The homes are doing little to meet the problema. In fact, there 
are less home parties and dances held in many of these communities thah 
there were ten or twenty years ago. V~at, then, do the young people do? 
Sone of them stay at home and do nothing. others, not being allowed by 
their parents to attend the public dance halls and roadhouses, find adven-
ture in petty delinquency and become problems for the juvenile courts. A 
large number of the young people frequent the roadhouses ana public dance 
halls where drunkenness is the order of the night and morals in general 
1. Brunner, E. D., and Lorge, I.: Rural Trends in Depression Tears 
35 
are taboo. 
The judge of the county juvenile court which has jurisdiction over 
this area tried to investigate the conditions and declared them indes-
cribable and has never tried to publish his report. The delinquent prob-
lems distressed this aam so greatly that he tried to get the schools and 
church to take the responsibility ot providing an adequate program to 
meet the problems. All of his work, however, was in vain. 
Strange as it may seem, the church has often stood in direct opposi-
tion to the development of a recreational program. The writer once went 
to the superintendent o£ a rural Sunday School and asked if the school 
could not help the young people buy equipment for some good play activi-
ties. The $unday School had enough funds to make a worthwhile contribu-
tion and there was a great need tor such equipment. She received the curt 
reply that "religion ought not to get mixed up in such things." The sur-
plus money was sent to a distant community to help car~ on an evangelis-
tid campaign. The young people received their equipment through other 
sources and carried out their activities under leadership that was actually 
anti-religious. 
The situation is graphically illustrated in Brunner and Lorge's book: 
"seven churches were car~ing on a well-organized welfare and relief pro-
gram forced by depression cinditions. In each case, this work was heartily 
commended by Federal Relief officials. In another village, a socially-
minded pastor, concerned over the obvious revolt of youth against moral 
conventions and mores, initiated a program of activities and discussions 
for the young people _of the community. To compete with roadhouses, weekly 
dances were included. The response of the youth was almost unanimous. 
Dnmediately, opposition arose from the other churches. Proselyting was 
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charged. The program was, therefore, discontinued, and the youth problem 
rapidly assu¢ed more serious proportions. In another village, a young 
people's program in a well-equipped building was closed and the program 
discontinued When it was discovered that the w. P. A. leadership meant 
1· 
that persons of any church would be admitted." Is it any wonder that 
many of our,·churches have lost the confidence of their youth? 
Much of the religious work that is being done in these rural cammu-
nities is backward and unworthy of the church. The one-roam Sunday Schools 
have allowed themselves to become less progressive than the one-room pub-
lie school. The church and school and other agencies service the rural com-
munity must work together in order to relieve many of these conditions. 
If we are to meet these problems adequately, it is obvious that we 
shall have to secure the cooperation of parents, which can not be accam-
plished without some adult education. ~ adult education we mean the 
"creation of attitudes in adults favorable to a finer, more functional 
2 
education for children." This must be done in terms ot the social justi-
fications involved, not in terms of the institutional arguments in favor 
of the expansions as such. 
Higher education, whether secular or religious ought always to pre-
pare the student for greater influence and higher social usefulness in any 
field. The Christian college should do this but it should do more. Its 
students must be trained not only in vocations and social adjustments. 
They should be inspired and adequately prepared to render a contribution 
in personal service to the community through the church. 
The distinctive function of the Christian college, then, is to pre-
pare Christian leaders who will lead; leaders professional and lay; 
leaders "fiho know the truth, as far as the truth may be known; and who will 
1. Brunndr and LOrge: Rural Trends in Depression Years, p. 314t 
2. 11 " P• 365 
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proclaim and live their message in church and society, seeking to bring 
up the intellectual and spiritual level of life and to iDduoe the 
Christian group and its members to fulfill in eociety that fUnction 
which the great Founder of the Church had in mind when He said, 11Ye are 
the salt of the earth; ye are the light of the world." 
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Section 2: A Program of Service to the Church and Community 
Approximately ten or twenty per cent of the students matriculating 
in the church college will wish to enter the vocations of the church. 
To these young people the college must give the broadest cultural back-
ground, the fullest fellowship, and the very best professional training 
possible within the necessa~ limits of a four year college course. One 
of the primary functions of the Christian college is to provide adequate 
facilities for students to prepare for the vocations and avocations of 
the church. Aa the world is recovering from the economic disaster which 
has so greatly curtailed the work of the church for a few years, there 
is an increasing demand for professionally trained religious workers. The 
church should be able to send its young people who are interested i n pre-
paring themselves for this service to the Christian college with the 
assurance that in this institution they will receive the contacts and par-
ticipate in the activities which will better equip them for a life of ser-
vice, and they will get the courses of study and practical experience 
that will enable them to perform that service efficiently. 
It the Christian college is to meet this problem adequately, it 
should develop a Department of Religious Education which will maintain 
standards at least as high as those in the other departments of the col-
lege. This department would be the coordinator of all the religious 
activities on the ewnpus. It is the opportunity of thie department to 
provide the richness and beauty which religion brings to culture, and to 
lead the students to interpret satisfactorily the spiritual values which 
they desire to conserve and to develop in them a love for the truth. Every 
student should learn to think creatively through the problems that c onfront 
.•. 
the church in its mission today. "To think is the symbol of mankind; to 
. 1 
think clearly~ creati~ely~ is the mark of the superior man." 
The courses of instruction for the Department of Religious Education, 
and the requirements for a degree in this Department are discussed in Part 
Three. 
Although the de~elopment of a thorough program of religious education 
and culture in Christian colleges may in time place college-trained indi-
viduals in both the professional and lay positions in the church. we must 
recognize the fact that a large part of the church school staff in many 
churches is untrained and will continue to be untrained unless the workers 
are given some con~enient means of making themselves more effieient. This 
can be done by including leadership training courses in the church school 
curriculum and by introducing them into the regular meetings of the church 
school staff. There are many people serving on the staff who have much of 
spiritual depth and religious culture to give their pupils but are handi-
capped by a lack of knowledge concerning the child's learning processes, 
and the methods best adapted to educational development. 
The college might well de~elop a program of leadership training which 
would meet the needs of these indi~iduals. In addition to supplying in-
structors for the classes mentioned above~ the college could bring teachers 
and pastors together for a week-end several times during the winter and for 
a longer period during the summer to assist them in providing leadership 
f or the churches. There is usually much expert leadership available for 
such conferences, and both the college and the church would be the bene-
f i ciaries of the contacts made. 
We should hesitate to place untrained college students in places of 
leadership in the churches, but it is legitimate that those college students 
1. Hites, t. I.: 'l'he Effective Christian College, p. 234 
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who have given evidence of ability and Christian character, and have 
taken at least two years of study in the college should be drawn into the 
several channels of service which the church he.s to offer. These students 
may do ve~ effective work in the Boys' Clubs and Girls' Clubs of the 
church, the young people's groups, classes in the church school, the choir, 
and other phases of the church program. The students can also be of ser-
vice in the vacation church schools in the ~~er months. It would be 
possible for the college and church to cooperate in granting scholarships 
to the students who give their time to this work. 
While there is great need for well~trained workers in the rural field, 
the church will have to depend for some time to come upon semi-trained and 
volunteer workers. Many college students have performed a real service by 
going into some of the isolated rural communities, and carr,ying out a re-
ligious program, including the training of local volunteer workers. This 
program has consisted of the organization and conduct of Sunday Schools, 
vacation schools and occasionally some week-day schools. Now and then they 
are able to secure a good preacher to go to the community for a Sunday 
service. 
One very constructive piece of work which was done by a group of 
college students will illustrate what can be accomplished. There was a 
community about eight miles from the college which these young people were 
attending. The ·children were from under-privileged home~ and without re-
ligious guidance or any kind. There seemed to be no leadership available 
in the community. The two teachers in the district school lived in a near-
by city and were interested only in their own work. The college students, 
however, organized a Sunday school and provided all the leadership for the 
first winter. The following summer they conducted a vacation school with 
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a. large enrollment. By the follol'ling spring, the average at tendance in the 
Sunday School was forty, and the entire work was being done through commu-
nity leadership with the exception that one student from the college went 
out eac~ Sunday to assist in any ~ necessar,y, and to lead a brief wor-
ship service following the Sunday School session. There is great need 
for just this kind of worl$:, and it not only helps the community, but it 
also gives the college students an opportunity to put their ideals of ser-
vice and their theoretical knowledge into action. 
There is an opportunity for service through the college in such areas 
as was described on page 32. The college can send its students into the 
communities which are not being reached by other religious agencies. It 
can cooperate with governmental and private agencies and delinquent 
officers, and with the extension department of the State College i~ order 
to raise the standards in the neglected area, and to save the boys and 
girls from the degrading influence of their environment. An adequate pro-
gram would include Sunday religious instruction and worship, week-day re-
ligious instruction, and a vacation school under the supervision of the 
college leaders, a recreational and social program under leadership of 
governmental agencies, some adult education under the State College Exten-
sion Division, and personality adjustments by those qualified to assist 
in this task. In most instances, the state colleges and universities make 
adequate provisions for adult education. In addition to cooperating with 
and supporting this program, the Christian college may offer some work in 
the .f'ield of religious education. Where the State is not providin.g adult 
education, the church college should develop a program which will help to 
meet the needs uhtil such time as the State assumes this responsibility. 
Such a programwould require close cooperation among all these agen-
cies. It might be that the recreational problems would have to be dealt 
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with before an effective program of religious education could be carried 
on. Of course, there is always the financial problem, but t here is no 
doubt but that Christian peopie would support such a project if the need 
were presented to them, and an adequate program offered. A similar pro-
gram must be worked out for this entire area, and other areas similar to 
it if our young people are to live wholesomely and creatively in society. 
The cooperation of the leaders of the N. Y. A., the 4-H Clubs, and 
other organizations should be secured to develop a fine recreational pro-
gram to meet the needs. None of the churches in t .he area described on 
page 32 have sufficient membership and support to carry on an efftcient 
program of worship to say nothing of religious education. They must be 
brought to a willingness to cooperate with each other and with the out-
lying communities in a larger parish or similar program. It will probably 
take considerable time for the churches to forget their differences and 
work together, but only by same cooperative effort can the religious, social, 
and recreational needs of the children, young people, and adults in this 
area be met. The college should suppost such a program with all its re-
sources, supply what leadership it can, and in every way encourage those 
who are respohsible for the work. 
The college students may render a real service as many have done, by 
as sisting in vacation schools in the city churches nnd in the rural com-
munities. If the rural young people could be brought to the college for a 
week or ten days during the summer for a conference, it would mean a great 
deal to their communities. There are several such conferences for the 
city young people in the state in which Lee College is located, but there 
i s none pa rticularly adapted to the needs of rural youth. This conference 
ahould develop leadership, give them contacts with religious leaders and 
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ot her young people, and develop high ideals and . loyalties to the finer 
values of life. 
Above all things the Christian college can see that its students 
who are planning to go into the professional work of the church have the 
very best undergraduate training it is possible to give them, and that 
they catch something of the loving, courageous spirit of the Master that 
He sho~ed throughout His whole ministry. 
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PART THREE 
A COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PART THREE 
A COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Section 1: The Need for and Character of a Department of 
Religious Education 
The atmosphere of a college campus, and the emphasis in the life of 
the students is Yery largely determined by the emphasis in the curriculum. 
If there is no department of religious education, if the courses in Bible 
and Religion are handled in an "off-hand" way, the students are very 
likely to do their religious thinking in an off-hand way. Unless the fa-
culty and ~dministration consider the religious life and progress of 
enough importance to give an adequate place in the curriculum to the re-
ligious education program, the students are not likely to be very inter-
ested in either the study of religion or participation in the worship pro-
gram of the campus. The need for a well-organized Department of Religious 
1. 
Education has been referred to in Part I and Part II. 
The one field in which the Christian college can give a better type 
of undergraduate training than any other is that of Religious Education. 
It was for the purpose of training young people for the work of the church 
that the denominational college was established. Yet this field is the 
one most neglected qy a large majority of church colleges. Inquiry has re-
vealed that the courses in Bible, religion, and religious education have 
held a very minor place in the curricula of the five larger denominational 
colleges in the state in Which Lee Collegeis located. One institution has 
emphasized law, another has stressed business administration, another edu-
cation, but none of them has been particularly concerned with the vocations 
1. See PP• 12-15, 36-38 
o-r the church. 
This fact is glaringly inconsistent with the student-recruiting 
policy of all these institutions. Their representatives urge the churches 
to sent their young people to the college of their denomination because 
there they will receive a training which will better fit them for the lay 
and professional work of the church. Students who are planning to enter 
religious work are particular.ly urged to matriculate in these colleges, 
and are usually given special consideration regarding expenses. Vfuen 
the~e students register they find that they can take a major course in 
almost every field but that one for which they wish to train. Their study 
in the religious field is, for the most part, confined to a few, unrelated, 
a...nd often uninspiring courses in Bible and Religion. Since the state 
schools are beginning to recogmize religious values in education and are 
placing very fine Christian men and women on their faculties, it is being 
seriously questioned whether the Christian college has anything to offer 
that the state inst~tutions do not have. If this is true, the financial 
resourses now going to the denominational colleges might well be used 
elsewhere. 
Although the ste.te institutions are placing a greater emphasis upon 
spiritual values, it is d·oubt:f'ul if they can ever give the peculiarly 
Christian interpretation which the denominational college has a right and 
responlibility to give. And they cannot provide the unique opportunities 
for training and practical experience in the vocations and avocations of 
the church that the Chri·etian college can give if it is aware of its pur-
pose and mission. Therefore, it is difficult for the Christian college to 
attain its maximum degree of efficiency without a well-organized Department 
of Religious Education. If this department is to represent the church in 
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the minds of the students, it must be as well-organized, with as efficient 
and scholarly instructors, and as fine an offering of courses as any other 
department in the school. The requirements for a major in religious edu-
cation will be comparable with those in other subjects, and so far as is 
practical should approximate the standards for public school teachers and 
administrators. 
~nile it is expected that all professors in a church college will be 
rn.otivated by Christian principles, devoted to the church and participating 
in its work as much as possible, it is the special privilege and opportunity 
of' r:the instructOrs in the Department of' Religious Education to exemplify in 
their own living the highest devotion to Christ and the most effective in 
His cause. ~ their enthusiasm and zeal f'or righteousness and truth, they 
may inspire not only those students who are majoring in religious education, 
but all the students in the college to equip themselves for efficient lay 
leadership in the church and for religiously motivated service to their 
communities. These professors will be scholars, their lives will have 
been enriched by a broad background of culture, their whole living will be 
tempered by their devotion to Christ. They will be interested in and sym-
pathetic with the· problems of young people, and they will be growing per-
sonalities, constantly renewed by new contacts and new and keener perspec-
tive. 
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Section 2: The Curriculum for a Department 
of Religious Education 
It has been said that the curriculum of the school should be based 
on "unfinished tasks and unsolved problems." It would be well for the 
1 
college also to build its curriculum - particularly in Religious Educa-
tion - upon that basis. It is with this in mind, and with the realiza-
tion that there must be progressive continuity and logical sequence in 
the courses offered from year to year, that the courses described are 
suggested for a college Department of Religious Education. It is our 
problem here to set forth the reasons which have determined the selection 
and place of each course in the curriculum. 
The curriculum will include Bible since that is the chief sourae of 
religious inspiration for the Christian church. The study of the Bible 
can be a vital and enriching experience, or it may be a dull and prosaic 
routine of class work. The introductory courses should help the young 
people understand the development of our religion in relation to the 
entire evolution of civilization. They will be led to an appreciation of 
the great leaders and prophets who stood out so much in advance of the 
thought of their times. They will read those masterpieces of literature 
which the Bible has preserved for us. Jesus will be presented as a Per-
son who gave up His life because He would n'ot conform to the thinking 
of the religious and political leaders of that time, and as a living 
Christ who still calls to us, "Take up thy cross and follow Me." 
One of the causes for the present conflict between groups of 
Christians is a lack of understanding regarding the teachings of the 
Bible. On the one hand there are those who insist that we must do thus 
1. Correctly speaking, the curriculum includes all the activities 
of the school, whether in or out of class. Here, however, it 
refers to the courses of study. 
and so, or we are not Christians, but when we examine the written record 
of the teachings of Jesus, we find that many of these requirements are 
not a part of the recorded teachings of Jesus. On the other hand, we have 
those who insist that the Bible is out of date, and no longer valid for 
present-day living. These, t -o-o, either do not know what is in the Bible, 
or have misunderstood while they read. The course entitled, 1'The Teach-
ing of Jesus and the Prophets," will aim to get at those fundamental ideas 
which the prophets were trying to get across to their own generations, and 
to discover in just what ways these ideas ~pply to our own generation· • 
"The Life and Work of the Apostlestr has been suggested to make 
prospective church leaders and others better acquainted with the person-
alities of the Apostles, and give them a knowledge and appreciation of 
the gigantic task which confronted the founders of the early Church. 
There must be included in the curriculum courses which will give the 
students an understanding of the bases of religious faith, provide for an 
investigation of those doubts and questions which come out of the mechan-
istic and materialistic side of life, and examine the values of religion 
for modern life. Such cotirses will help the students to orient themselves 
to scientific knowledge and philosophical concepts. "Philosophy of Re-
ligion" will give the students a background for their thinking along this 
line and also for the course, "World Religions and Modern Trends in Re-
ligion." The latter course is to give the students knowledge of the fac-
tors that make a religious faith and an understanding of those forces 
which are tending to build up a kind of national religion in modern times. 
"Christianity and International Relations" has been included in the 
curriculum and should be included in the student's program of study during 
his freshman or sophomore year. Most college young people are fired 
with an enthusiasm for world peace, and expend a great deal of time and 
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energy uselessly because they have no adequate understand i ng of the 
ce.uses of war~ and the bases of international peace. This course would 
give them enough insight into these problems so that their efforts ·in the 
direction of peace will be more purposeful and intelligent, and perhaps 
would prevent much of the disillusionment that young people experience 
when they find that many of the idealistic theories will not work . 
For those students who are going into other professions than those of 
the church, a course, "Religious Motivation and Guidance of Human Conduct," 
will prove most valuable~ particularly for those who are to become teachers 
in the public schools. This course will consider the place and fUnction of 
religion in all of life's activities, but especially in the field of edu-
cation. 
Perhaps nothing helps us to realize that vre are a par t of an on-going 
process so much as the study of history. Students who are majoring in 
Religious Education will want to knmv about the development of educational 
methods in religion. A careful and critical study of the history of reli-
gious education will give the student greater insight and understanding 
of the problems of present-d~ religious education. For this reason, a 
four-hour course in the "History of Religious Education" has seemed 
e.dvisable. 
The remaining courses have to do with educational aspects of religious 
training~ both theoretical and practica l. They will include the study of 
the psychological development of children in order that those responsible 
for religious instruction in church schools may understand the "nature and 
nurture" of children. A study of the curriculum of religious education 
will give the students a knmvledge of available curricula, the bases and 
source materials for curriculum construction, and practice in constructing 
sc ;ooL c-r. 
_; .; ...... 
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curricula. 
Students should be acquainted with the best and most modern methods of 
teaching adaptable to the various age-groups, the objectives of religious 
education, and the psychological processes in learning and character educe.-
tion. Further, they should have an opportunity to work out their theories 
in actual situations. It is the aim of the course, "The Principles of 
Teaching in Religious Education, 11 to provide an opportunity for the students 
to g,nin this knowledge and experience. 
"Creative Learning and the Fine Arts in Education" will not only give 
the students preparing to teach an understanding of the process of creative 
thinking and expression to be used in their work vrith others, but will also 
aim to release within them that creative energy which contributes very 
greatly to the development of a radiant personality. 
A great hindrance to the church today is the lack of persons in the 
pulpit and in the church school who understand the psychology and techniques 
in worship. It is very important that potential ministers and other church 
workers be informed concerning the best methods and techniques in worship, 
and it is to this end that the course, "Worship in Religious F..ducation," 
has been included. 
"Rural Problems and Methods," and "Home Missions and Social Service" 
are concerned with special methods in particular groups. To~ much 
specialization of this sort is not advisable in an undergraduate curriculum, 
but the writer has felt justified in including these - especially the 
fonner since most of the students who go directly from the four-year college 
into public and religious education will be placed in rural communities. 
In a course on "The Administration and Supervision of Religious Edu-
• ce.tion" consideration will be given to such problems as )?.uildings, equipment, 
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~inances, pupil accounting and testing, and other things which have to do 
with the conduct o~ church schools. Only those students who cannot con-
tinue their pro~essional training a~er graduation will be advised to take 
this course. Although the course will be open to other students, it seems 
best that those intending to pursue graduate study should postpone this 
course until they take their graduate work in Religious Education. 
It is assumed that students desiring to enter the vocations o~ the 
church will desire to take a Bachelor o~ Arts Degree with a major in re-
l igious education with a view to continuing their pro~essional training in 
in some graduate school o~ religious education. There will also be stu-
dents majoring in ~ields other than religious education, who will desire to 
take a minor in this department. 
Those majoring in religious education will have the genera l cultural 
program o~ liberal arts for the first two years at the end o~ which time 
they will receive the Junior Certificate which admits them to upper, or 
pre-professional, division, with the opportunity to pursue a major curricu-
lum leading to a degree. The ~ollowing requirements for the Junior Certi-
~icate are recommended: 
(1) Semester hours: Minimum 60 
(2) Grade-Point Average: 1unimum 2.00 
(3) English 
(a) A general examination in English is required upon 
entrance. I~ this is not passed, the course in 
Corrective English must be taken. 
(b) English Composition: 6 semester hours unless excused. 
(4) Religious Literature: 6 semester hours 
(5) Health and ~ysical Education: 4 semester hours 
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(6) Group Requirements: The completion of at least twelve 
approved samester hours in each of three groups representing 
comprehensive fields of knowledge. The three groups are: 
le~guage and literature, science, and social science. Those 
taking majors in religious education may wish to take more hours 
in religion. 
When a student has ~lfilled all the requirements for a Junior Certi-
ficate, he would be classified as an upper division student and may be-
come a candidate for a Bachelor of Arts Degree, with a major in Religious 
1 
Education. The requirements for this degree, including both lower and 
upper division courses are: 
(1) Semester hours: Minimum 124, including 
(a) Hours in arts and letters, 24 (including two years of 
2 
a foreign language ) . 
(b) Hours i n major, 40, including at least 16 in upper 
division courses. 
(c) Hours in upper division courses, Minimum 45 
(2) Grade-Point Average: Wdnimum 2.00 
(3) Residence: Minimum , 30 semester hours 
(4) Dean's recommendation, certifying fulfillment of all re-
quirements of major department. 
The courses to be required in Bible, Religion, and Religious Educa-
tion might be distributed over the four years somewhat as follows: 
Freshman Year: Foundations of Religious Belief, 2 hours 
~hristianity and International Relations, 2 hours 
Sophomore Year: Introduction to the Old Testament, 3 hours 
Introduction to the New Testament, 3 hours 
Junior Year: Social Teachings of Jesus and the Prophets, 2 hours 
1. The lower division requiremenes are included for the convenience of 
those students who transfer from another school in junior or senior 
year. 
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Junior Year (continued): 
Senior Year: 
History of Religious Education to the Reformation, 
2 hours 
History of Religious Education in Modern Times, 
2 hours 
Creative Living and the Fine Arts in Education, 
3 hours 
The Curriculum of Religious Education, 3 hours 
Life and Work of the Apostles, 2 hours 
The Principles of Teaching in Religious Education, 
6 hours 
Worship in Religious Education, 3 hours 
Religious Development of Children, 2 hours 
Students majoring in Religious Education will be expected to register 
for the course in Educational Psychology, given in the Department of Educa-
tion. The course in Rural Problems and Methods would be very valuable to 
students planning to enter the vocations of the church, since a large ma-
jority of them will probably receive their first appointment in rural 
churches. 
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Section 3: Courses of Instruction 
1. Introduction to the New Testament. A survey of the problems of New 
Testament; an appreciation of the life and teachings or Jesus, a 
study of the beginnings of the Christian Church. and a survey of 
the Epistles. Required of majors and minors. Three hours. 
2. Introduction to the Old Testament. A survey of the problems of Old 
Testament study, a study of the evolution of the Jewish religion. 
historical movements, social trends. and literary portions of the 
Old Testament. Required of majors and minors. Three hours. 
3. Teachings of Jesus and the Prophets. A study or the social teachings 
of the Bible• beginning with Moses and tracing them through the Hew 
Testament. Required of majors. Two hours. 
4. The Life and Work of the Apostles. A study of the development of the 
early Christian Church based upon the Acts and Epistles and early 
traditions and history. Required of majors. Two hours. 
5. Philosophy of Religion. A study of the meaning and validity of reli-
gious knowledge, belief, and faith; a critical appraisal of the 
possible objections to religious belief advanced by various branches 
of science and philosophy; a study of the philosophic and experien-
tial bases of faith. Required of majors. Two hours. 
6. Christianity and International Relations. The Christian ideal for inter-
national relations, the chief obstacles to realizing this ideal, and 
the practicability of various programs for removing them. War, its 
causes, and proposed methods for eliminating it. Required of majors 
and minors. Two hours. 
?. liistory of Religious Education. A study of the religious educational 
theory and practice among the Egyptian, Jewish, Grecian, B.oman, 
and Oriental peoples, and of Christian Religious Education. Re-
quired of majors. Two hours. 
8. Creative Learning and the Fine Arts in Education. A study of the tech-
nique of creative thinking and the use of the fine arts in charac-
ter education and social development. Music, drama, painting, and 
architecture are considered in relation to their educative value 
in the public school and religious education. Required of majors. 
Three hours. 
9. The Curriculum of Religious Education. A critical study of the prin-
ciples of curriculun1 construction; an examination of objectives and 
ways of achieving the same; .the setting up of criteria for testing 
materials e.nd procedures; the construction of curricula for specific 
situations. Required of majors. Two hours. 
10. The Principles of Teaching in Religious Education. This course aims to 
discover how to stimulate children and adults to adventurous 
Christian l_iving and to a sense of joy, beauty, and service. Atten-
tion is given to the psychology of pupils~ teaching techniques, 
sourees of materials, and measuring results; supervised teaching in 
a church school. Required of majors and minors unless its equiva-
lent is taken in Department of Education. Three hours. 
11. The Principles of Teaching in Religious Education. Continues course 11. 
Required of majors and minors. Three hours. 
12. Worship in Religious Education. Nature of worship; function in indi-
vidual, social, and institutional life; adaptation to age groups; 
materials and methods of departmental worship; music, art, ritual, 
symbols; construction of worship services. Required of major s . 
Two hours. 
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13. The Religious Devel9pment of Children. This course aims to discover 
some of the bases of character and the influences which affect the 
growth of personality during childhood. Attention is given to the 
discovery and creation of programs, the working out of consequent 
organization and equipment 6or children from the nursery through 
the Junior afe levels. Required of majors. Three hours. 
14. Religious Motivation and Guidance of Human Conduct. The meaning and 
function of religion and education in hpman experience; the function 
of religion i n the educative process, and the place of education in 
religious living and the building of a Christian social order. Re-
quired of minors. Two hours. 
15. Rural Problems and ~~thode. A study of the social and economic prob-
lems in rural America which. affect the schools and churches. Ana-
lysis of the characteristics of different regions and the types of 
communities existing there; the formulation of plans and programs 
to meet the educational, social, and religious needs of country 
people. Three hours. 
16. World Religions and Modern Trends in Religion. History and contempora ry 
aspects of religion among the primitives, and in Japan, China, the 
Ne~r East, and an appraisa l of modern trends of religion in foreign 
countries, such as Russia and Germany. Two hours. 
17. Home Missions and Social Service. A brief history of the Home Missions 
movement and the development of major problems in this field; the 
relation of home mis sions to social service, and the function of 
religiously motivated social service. Two hours. 
18. The }~inistration and Supervision of Religious Education. A study of 
the problems in the organization, administration and supervision 
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of Religious Education, including curriculum construction, the 
daily program, grading pupils, time schedules, church school 
finances, buildings, and pupil accounting and testing, and the 
purpose and effectiveness of supervision. Two or three hours. 
19. The Administration and Supervision of Religious Education. Continues 
Course 18. 
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SUMMARY 
SUMMARY 
1 
The primary function of any college is to prepare young people for life 
- a life abundant and full in its service to humanity. Such a function in-
volves two things. First, a spiritual interpretation of life and its prob-
lems, and second, the provision of a curriculum of studies and activities 
which will bring that spiritual interpretation to fruition in a life of ser-
vice and that will enable the students to prepare, so far as that is possible 
i n a four-year college course, for some life work which will permit them to 
attain a fair degree of financial independence. 
Although the church college was founded in order to train men and women 
f or the work of the church, the number .who have developed a program for the 
adequate, pre-professional training of church workers, is surprisingly small. 
Due to the secularization of public education, the Christian college is in a 
particularly strategic position to take the lead in the interpretation of 
3 
religious values. The spiritual interpretation of life "becomes indh-
pensable as soon as we include in the totality of the universe such intrin-
4 
sic values as beauty and goodness, love and truth." 
Many students tend to lose interest in the church while in college, per-
haps due to a lack of vitality in their home church, to a lack of the re-
ligious emphasis on the college campus, or to negligence on the part of the 
5 
churches in the community in which the college is located. The degree or 
absence of laxity at this point will vary with the type of student and his 
6 
previous environment. 
In stimulating students to a contemplation of spiritual things and to 
active participation in worship and a world brotherhood, the college chapel 
1. See P• 2 4. Towner, M. C.: Religion in Higher Edu-
2. See P• 3 cation. 
3. See PP• 5-8 5. See PP 8-10 
6. See p. 7 
2 
has been the most widely and frequently used institution and at the same 
time, the most shamefully abused. Objectives have been vague, programs 
dul l and uninspiring, and the leaders often unprepared and nor particular-
7 
ly interested. 
Worship, both in the Sunday church service and in the week-day chapel 
progra~ must find its adequate cohsmamation in service. The campus of the 
Christian college is particularly adaptable for pro~iding channels of ser-
vice through which the students may find an outlet for their spiritual 
8 
idea lism and enthusiasm. 
In the building of an adequate program to meet the religious needs of 
9 
college students, the worship program becomes a first consideration. In 
the first place, definite object i ves upon which the worsb~p themes and pro-
grams will be built, must be formulated and carefully defined. This has 
10 
been done in Section 2. Consideration was given to the importance of 
t he environment and the use of art in the chapel, and other conditions 
11 
which add to or detract from the worship service. The chapel, however, 
is only a part of the worship program which is further developed through 
evening vespers, morning watches , camp-fire meetings, and private medita-
tion. In so far as the colleges create and carry out an adequate and funda-
mental worship program, just so' far will religiously motivated men and wo-
. 12 
men maintain a majority in the professions. 
If such a program is to perpetuate itseif in society, the students 
must be brought to participate in the worship and work of the churches, 
both locally and in their home communities. To gain this end there must 
be between the college and the churches a certain unity of aims for the 
attainment of which the regulation of' extra-curricular activities, the 
7. PP. io,il 
a. pp.l2,13 
9. p. 14 
10. pp.l5, l6 
11. pp.l7, 18 
12. P• 18 
62 
system of "foster church-parents, 11 and the Youth Council have been sug-
13 
gested. Probably, the students will receive the greatest spiritual in-
sight, a more rational viewpoint, the most inspirational fellowship, and 
attain the greatest growth in spiritual stature and personality development 
through their contact with Christian professors - whether in science, the 
arts, social science, or religion - who are thoroughly imbued with a 
Christian philosophy of life, and a devotion to Christ and His Kingdom. To 
this end provision should be made for more purposeful student-faculty rela-
14 
tionships. The fact that many students come out of the Christian college 
with l itt le or no interest in the church has bean a mat t er of grave concern 
both to college administrators and to leaders in the church. It has been 
15 
pointed out that the responsibility for this situation lies partly with 
the college, partly with the church, and in part with the inadequacies of 
the leadership of the past. 
A proportionate~ large place in the thesis has been given to the 
rural aspects of religious and character education. The author has felt 
justified in devoting so much time to these problems because they relate 
t o one of the most neglected area of service, and one in which the Christian 
college can function very effectively. 
The problem of public education in rural areas was discussed rather 
fully. It was pointed out that while the farmer pays almost three times 
the percentage of his income as the urban dweller, his child's education 
16 
costs less than half that of the city school child. The great need of 
better buildings, equipment, and teaching personnel and the necessity for 
17 
a curriculum adapted to the needs of rural boys and girls, were discussed. 
The situation of the rural church is even more precarious than that of 
13. PP• 20, 21 
14. pp. 22-24 
15. PP• 26-28 
16. PP• 29-
1
310 17. pp. 29 3 
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18 
the schools which at present are functioning more or less ineffectively. 
There are many rural areas in which there is no religious education at all, 
19 
and practically no character training. In other areas, churches are ac-
tually competing with each other and becoming weaker in their influence 
and work. Such a situation has been illustrated in Part II, page 39ff. The 
efficiency of the rural church is somewhat dependent upon economic pros-
perity, . and,;ane of the major problems with which the church and nation is 
faced today is that of farm tenancy. It is almost always the people who 
own their own farms who contribute the most to the institutions of rural 
life. This and the tact that many of the social and moral problems are 
directly traceable to economic conditions, make it imperative that the 
church encourage those enterprises which contribute to the economic wel-
20 
fare of rural people. It has also become of first importance that the 
rura l church provide same recreational and other leisure time activities. 
21 
That it has often stood in the way of such a program has been shown, but 
so long as no other agency is caring for the social, intellectual, and 
physical needs, then the church must assume this responsibility along with 
22 
its primary function of ministering to the spiritual needs. 
Leadership training courses and conferences for teachers, pastors, and 
23 
young people have been suggested as aids in assisting the present leader-
ship of the church, and prov~ding a greater opportunity for Christian growth 
and service for young people. College students who give evidence of special 
ability may assist the churches by assuming various leadership responsibi-
lities in the local churches and near~ communities, and by assisting in 
24 
vacation schools during the sunLmer months. Neither the church nor the 
college, however, can hope to meet all the complex problems of a community ; 
as was pointed out, the closest possible cooperation of such agencies as the 
li. P• -~· 21. P• 38 24. p.40f'. 
19. P• ~ 22. p. 40 
20. P• 37 23. PP• 41-43 
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4-H Cl ubs, and others, should be secured in order that each may function 
most effectively, and in cooperation with the others. 
If the church college is to build a constructive program of community 
service, and is to present to the students in a satisfactory way a spiritual 
int erpretation of life, it must give a much larger place in its ourrucu-
l um to those courses which will help the students to solve their religious 
problems and will give them a background of knowledge and practical ex-
perience which will enable them to serve the church and community effec-
tively. In some colleges this will mean the strengthening and the re-
organization of the curr iculum of the Department of Rel~gious Educat ion 
already organized; in others it will mean the setting up of a new depar t-
ment and the building of a curriculum which is adequate for present-day 
needs. This department, if it is to fUnction satisfactorily and command 
the respect of the students, must be at least equal in its offer ing of 
courses and the qualifications of its instructors to all other depart-
26 
ments of the institution. The courses offered will be determined by the 
26 27 
interests and needs of the students 
28 
and will ordinarily include Bible, 
29 30 
philosophy and psychology, history, and methodology. A description 
of the courses of instruction is given in a form suitable for a college 
31 
bulletin. The requirements for the Bachelor of Arts Degree will be 
not less that is required for other majors in the same school or for a 
32 
major in religlous education in other institutions. 
As the students meet in the college chapel day after day to commune 
with God and meditate on the things of the spirit, as they discuss in 
their classes the social, economic, and political problems of the world 
today, as they study the Bible and other religious literature and under-
25. p. 49 29. P• 51 
26. P• 49 30. P• 52 
27. p. 60 31. p. 56-59 
28. P• 51 32. P• 53 
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stand the world-wide sweep of Christian brotherhood and the validity 
of Christian concepts for worthwhile living, as they live and work 
together in a constructive and creative environment~ the prayer often 
repeated so mechanically in chapel and church~ ''Thy Kingdom come on 
earth, n will become a reality. 
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